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ICOH 2006-2008 TRIENNIUM  
MIDTERM SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
     
MIDTERM REPORT 
Covering June 2006 – October 2007 
 

Note:  We are using an identical format for the SC Midterm and Final Reports.  Each covers a 
specified timeframe.  The SC Midterm Report covers June 2006 – October 31, 2007. Please 
return it no later than December 1, 2007 to:   
 

Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut mfingerhut@cdc.gov  and 
Secretary General Sergio Iavicoli  sergio.iavicoli@ispesl.it   

 
The SC Midterm Report will be maintained on the ICOH Scientific Committee Virtual Office 
at www.icohweb.org/scvo.    
________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Submitted by Scientific Committee Occupational Health in the Chemical Industry, MEDICHEM 
Date: 30th November 2007 
 

Chairman: Dr. Thirumalai Rajgopal    From year: 2007 
   Email:   Thirumalai.Rajgopal@unilever.com 

 
 

Secretary:  Dr. Georg Wultsch   From year: 2007 
Email address:  dr.wultsch@gmx.at 

 
 
SC Website URL:  http://www.medichem.org 
 
Other SC Means of Communications: (newsletter, website, mailing list, forum etc.): 
Three Newsletters / year (Feb, July, Nov) Improved and enhanced website with News Alerts and 
Literature Reviews (www.medichem.org) 
 
 
Focus and aim of Scientific Committee: Medichem's prime objective is international co-operation 
in those occupational and environmental health issues related to the production and use of 
chemicals that are of universal concern and that are most effectively resolved through a globally 
co-ordinated approach. Medichem's underlying objective is to contribute to the prevention of 
adverse effects on employees, customers and the general public, arising from the production and 
handling of chemicals. 
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PART I – ACTIVITIES: Business meetings, Conferences, Seminars and Workshops 

        Midterm Report: June 2006-September 30, 2007 
                                     Please note collaborations with other SCs, WHO, ILO and NGOs.  

 
 
2006: On the occasion of the ICOH –congress in Milano, Medichem organized a Mini-Symposium 

together with the Scientific Committee on Pesticides (June 11 – 16).  
 Board meeting, General Assembly (June 2006) 
 Medichem also co-sponsored an "Advanced Hazmat Life Support" (AHLS) course on June 

8-9, 2006 in Rome as a "Pre-ICOH-congress event" in conjunction with the Poison Center 
of the Catholic University of Rome. 

 
 
2007 

• Officers' Mid-term Meeting (January 2007) along with a scientific symposium in co-
operation with the University of Zagreb, Zagreb/Croatia. 

• Medichem organized a congress together with Fenastac (Mexican Association of 
Occupational Medicine). The Fenastac-Medichem-congress was  held from the 13-15th of 
September 2007 in Querétaro/Mexico. There were more than 200 attendees. In addition 
there was a Board meeting and  General Assembly at  Querétaro/Mexico (Sept. 2007). The 
Board meeting was attended by Dr. Marilyn Finerhut , Vice President of ICOH.  

 
 
Conferences, Seminars, Workshops, Courses, etc: 
 
Scientific Contributions to ICOH 2006: 
On the occasion of the ICOH –congress in Milano, Medichem organized a Mini-Symposium 
together with the Scientific Committee on Pesticides at the ICOH Congress in Milan, Italy (June 11 
– 16). The following topics were treated: 
 

 Preparedness for chemical mass casualty incidents,  
 State of the art: Cyanide poisoning, 

Mass psychogenic illness in the era of terrorism 
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PART II Midterm Report:   SC Products and Collaborations  June 2006 – September 30, 2007 
     Publications, Guidelines*,  Position Papers*, etc    
       
  
 
Publications, Proceedings, Guidelines*, Position Papers*, etc.  Provide title, authors, full 
citation.  SCs are encouraged to produce ICOH Guidelines* and Position Papers*.   *Guidelines and 
Position Papers must be approved by the ICOH SC Vice Presidents, Secretary General and 
President. 
 
 
Cooperation with other Scientific Committees: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, 
provide title, dates, location and role of each SC.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations 
with SCs.) 
 
Joint activity with Pesticides Committee during most recent ICOH conference. Prior to that, 
collaboration with Fibres SC and Reprotox SC at ICOH’s and Medichem’s conferences 
 
 
 
Participation and support to WHO – ILO meetings and or publications: (If cooperation in a  
Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and role of each.  Provide relevant details 
of other collaborations with WHO and/or ILO.) 
 
 
 
Cooperation with non-ICOH organizations: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, 
provide title, dates, location and role of each.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than 
conferences.) 
 
Memorandum of Understanding with ACOEM Active Participation in SOTAC meeting of the 
ACOEM  
 
Any other points of relevance: 
 
Medichem Young Investigators Award 
Medichem supports the concept for a Medichem National Occupational Health Association Award. 
(Medichem NOHA award).  The speaker will be speaking formally on behalf of the Medichem at a 
national occupational health meeting in the country identified by Medichem. Speakers will be 
chosed by Medichem in order to get qualified professionals with an international standing to speak 
to aspiring occupational health professionals on a topic of contemporary importance. 
 
Medichem Scholarships 
Financial support to young scientists who present papers at Medichem conferences. Principal 
selection criterion: Scientific value of the paper. 
 
Medichem Prize Scheme 
Prize (award plaque and document as well as prize money) for scientists new to the field of 
occupational health from the country where Medichem holds its congress. These awards are under 
the Medichem International Young Professionals Award. The presentations of these colleagues will 
be judged by a jury. 
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PART III Midterm Report: SC PLANS for second half of Triennium and for ICOH 2009: 
October 1, 2007 – March 30, 2009 
  
 
 
2008 

• The Mid term meeting of the Medichem will be held in Mumbai, India on the 4th and 5th 
April 2008 along with a mini-symposium . 

• Medichem will organize a congress in the Netherlands. Amsterdam will be the venue. The 
congress will be held from 9th to 11th September 2008.  

 
Planned collaborative Activities with other (Non-ICOH) Organizations:  (Provide Conference 
title, dates, location and role of the SC.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than 
conferences.)  
 
Collaborative participation with the Indian Association of Occupational Health in the national 
conference and workshop  in Basic Occupational Health Services  to be held from January 21st to 
25th in Mumbai.  
 
 
Planned Publications, Position papers, etc.:  (Provide title, authors, timeframe, publication, if 
known)  
Proceedings from the next Medichem conference (Amsterdam 2008) will be published in the Indian 
Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine (IJOEM) . The Board of Medichem has 
recommended to do so on a paid basis  if we can get full length scientific papers (at least 50 
printed pages) – which will be subject to peer review. In the absence of getting 50 printed pages, 
individual presentations can be submitted to the IJOEM for consideration by the editors of the 
IJOEM – without any financial impact on the Medichem. 
 
Planned Scientific Contributions to ICOH 2009:  (Be specific: List title of scientific sessions, 
speakers, abstract reviewers, business meeting, etc.) 
 
Medichem  will hold a mini symposium on the topic “ New occupational and environmental health 
challenges and solutions” in the forthcoming ICOH congress – for a duration of one and half hours. 
Currently the topics and speakers are being finalized which will be communicated to ICOH by 7th December 
2007. 
 
Any other points of relevance: 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
PART IV – Assessment of Success of SC and Impact on Global Occupational Health 
 
          We want to understand and share widely the value and impact of the work of the 
Scientific Committees on improving global occupational health.  Please look back into the past 
and provide an assessment. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 5

 
Midterm Report:  Please assess the success of the SC and its influence in improving global 
occupational health as a result of the work prior to the current Triennium.   Give examples where 
possible. 
 
  
PART V – Evaluation of this Midterm Report form. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 This form is acceptable 
 
 
  

 
 

PART VI – List of Members of Scientific Committee (provide full name and email address) 
                       
 
Honorary President: Prof. Dr. Alfred M. Thiess 

Weimarer Strasse 73 
67071 Ludwigshafen-Oggersheim 
GERMANY 
Tel.: (49) 621 682100 
Fax: (49) 621 682100 

 
Chairman:  Dr. Thirumalai Rajgopal 
   Vice President, Medical & Occupational Health,  Hindustan Unilever Limited 
   Hindustan Lever House  
   165/166 Backbay Reclamation  
   Mumbai - 400 020   
   INDIA 
   Tel.: (91) 22 22285 55 83 
   Fax: (91) 22 22281 91 97 
   Email: Thirumalai.Rajgopal@unilever.com 
 
Secretary  Dr. Georg Wultsch 
   Head of Occupational Medicine 
   Styria, Southern Austria 
   dr.wultsch@gmx.at 
 
Treasurer  Dr. Andreas Flückiger 
   Head of Corporate Health Protection, CSEH, 
   F Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd, Bldg 49/2.040,  
   4070 Basel 
    SWITZERLAND 
   Tel : (41) 61 688 3738 
   Fax: (41) 61 688 1651 
   Email: andreas.flueckiger@roche.com  
 
Past  Chairman: Prof. Dr. Stephen W. Borron, MD, MS, President and CMO 

International Toxicology Consultants, LLC 
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9901 I.H. 10 West, Suite 800 
San Antonio, Texas 78230 USA 
Tel : (1) 210 579 0673  
Fax: (1) 202 478 0444 

   Email:sborron@intoxicon.com 
 
Other members Dr. Peter J. Boogaard 
   Senior Consultant Toxicology 
   Shell Internationale BV 
   PO Box 162 
   2501 AN The Hague 
   NETHERLANDS 
   Tel : (31) 70 37 72 123 
   Fax: (31) 70 37 72 840 
   Email: peter.j.boogaard@shell.com 

 
Prof Elpida-Niki Emmanouil-Nikoloussi 
Associate Professor 
Lab. of Histology-Embryology and Anthropology (Greece) 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
University Campus 
Thessaloniki 54124 
GREECE 
Tel : (30) 2310 999148 
Fax: (30) 2310 999197 
Email: emmanik@med.auth.gr 

   Dr. Jiin Ger 
   Taipei Veterans General Hospital  
   201 section 2, Shil-Pai Rd.  
   Bei-Tou, 11217 
   Taipei 
   TAIWAN 
   Tel : (886) 2-28757525 ext 606 
   Fax: (886) 2-28739193 
   Email: jger@vghtpe.gov.tw 
 

Dr. André Barry Kotzé 
Health Care Services Manager 
Modderfontein Hospital (South Africa) 
Harley Street 
Modderfontein 1645 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel.: (27) 11 606 2289 
Fax.: (27) 11-606 3120 
Email: kotzea@ael.co.za 
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Dr. Frank G. Rose 
   VP Group SSHE 
   ICI Group Headquarters 
   9 Millbank 
   London SW1P 3JF   
   UNITED KINGDOM 
   Tel : (44) 20 7009 5403 
   Fax: (44) 20 7009 5735 
   Email: frank_rose@ici.com 
 

Prof. Dr. Koichi Kono 
Dept. of Hygiene and Public Health 
Osaka Medical College 
2-7 Daigakumachi 
Takatsuki-City 
Osaka 569 
JAPAN 
Tel.: (81) 726 84 6419 
Fax: (81) 726-84-6519 
e-mail: hyg007@art.osaka-med.ac.jp 
 
Dr. Jorge A. Morales Camino 
Associate Medical Director 
Procter & Gamble (Mexico) 
Loma Florida # 32 
Colonia Lomas de Vista Hermosa 
C.P. 05100 México, D.F. 
MEXICO 
Tel.: (52) 55 5342 4426 
Fax: (52) 55 5724 2102 
Email: morales.ja@pg.com  
 
Dr. Michael Nasterlack 

   Associate Corporate Medical Director 
   BASF AG, OM & Hlth. Protection Dept., GOA/C 
   67056 Ludwigshafen  
   GERMANY 
   Tel : (49) 621 60 42833 
   Fax: (49) 621 60 43322 

Email: michael.nasterlack@basf.com 
 
Prof. Dr. Todor Popov 
Head of Dept. of Toxicology 
National Centre of Hygiene and Occupational Health 
Blvd Dimitar Nestorov 15 
1431 Sofia  
BULGARIA 
Tel : (359) 2 954 11 80 
Fax: (359) 2 59 70 44 
Email: t.popov@nchmen.government.bg 
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Dr. Leslie M. Yee 
   Global Medical Director 
   The Procter & Gamble Company 
   2 Procter & Gamble Plaza (TN-4, Box 13) 
   Cincinnati OH 45202-3314 
   U.S.A. 
   Tel : (1) 513 983-1521 
   Fax: (1) 513 983-8252 
   Email: yee.lm@pg.com 
 
 
   Dr. Shrinivas Shanbhag 
   Group Medical Advisor 
   Reliance Industries Limited 
   India 
   Tel: (91) 22 30327061 
   Fax: (91) 22  
   Shrinivas.Shanbhag@ril.com 
 
   Ave Wiener 

Medical Director  
Institute of Occupational & Environmental Medicine 
Rambam Medical Center   & 
Assoc. Senior-Lecturer in Environmental Toxicology 
Faculty of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Tehnion – Israel Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Haifa, Israel. 
Tel.  +972-4-8542567 &  +972-4-8292623 
Fax. +972-4-8542857 
e-mail:  
awiener@bezeqint.net  
awiener@tx.technion.ac.il 

  

 
********** 

Thank you for completing this form. 
 


