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Dear colleagues, 
 
First of all, let me express my sincere 
gratitude to Roberto Lucchini, Lorenzo 
Alessio, Simona Galafassi, and their whole 
team, for an outstanding organization of the 
8th International Symposium! I’m sure to be 
speaking for all the participants when 
congratulating the Brescia team to some 
wonderful days, with exciting scientific 
discussions, a very nice social climate, 
excellent food, and interesting surroundings. 
My sole complaint would be regarding the 
physical climate. Several days with 
temperatures above 35 degrees centigrade is 
really too much, at least for someone from 
Scandinavia. 
 
The schedule for the 8th symposium 
comprised over 200 presentations in more 
than 30 sessions. There were five keynotes, 
eleven mini-symposia, nineteen oral 
sessions, and three poster sessions. With 
respect to agents there were sessions on 
solvents, manganese, mercury, pesticides, 
lead, aluminium, biotoxins, and physical 
agents. Furthermore, there were sessions on 
vision, hearing loss, other sensory organs, 
exposure assessment, the developing brain, 
TLVs, mechanisms of toxicity, problems in 
linking human and animal research, special 
problems in the developing countries, and 
more. I’m sure you will get a summary also 
from Roberto Lucchini, and proceedings will 
be published soon as usual. 
 
We also had a meeting of our scientific 
committee in Brescia, and the notes are 
included in this issue of the NeurotoxNews. 

During the Brescia symposium a decision 
was taken regarding the venue for the 9th 
symposium in 2005. A very nice offer, with 
solid local support, was presented by our 
Korean colleagues. They proposed to 
organize the 9th International Symposium in 
September 2005 in the southeastern part of 
Korea. Their offer was accepted, and, as you 
know already, the Korean team was 
successful also in the soccer world 
championships! 
 
I would also take this opportunity to remind 
you all that we need to recruit new members, 
preferably young scientists, to our committee. 
There were some new faces present in 
Brescia, and I urge you all to encourage any 
young researchers you may know, who have 
an interest in our field of research, to join the 
committee! 
 
For your information I may say that our 
Swedish National Institute for Working Life is 
still looking for its new form. Recently all the 
natural sciences were moved away from the 
NIWL, research priorities are still changing, 
and the cut backs with respect to personnel 
are not finalized. My little risk assessment 
group will physically move to the Karolinska 
Institute this autumn, although we will still be 
hired by the NIWL. Confusion continues….. 
 
Wishing you all continued success in your 
research efforts, and looking forward to 
working with you in the preparations of the 
Korea symposium in 2005, 
 
Anders Iregren 
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ITALY 110
USA 38
GERMANY 16
JAPAN 11
THE NETHERLANDS 10
CANADA 9
SOUTH KOREA 7
SWEDEN 7
UNITED KINGDOM 7
DENMARK 6
FINLAND 5
FRANCE 5
CZECH REPUBLIC 3
EGYPT 3
P.R. CHINA 3
POLAND 3
ROMANIA 3
SPAIN 3
ALBANIA 3
BRASIL 3
ECUADOR 2
INDIA 2
IRAN 2
MEXICO 2
NORWAY 2
SWITZERLAND 2
UKRAINE 2
AUSTRALIA 2
BELGIUM 2
TAIWAN 2
AUSTRIA 1
COSTA RICA 1
ICELAND 1
ISRAEL 1
SINGAPORE 1
SOUTH AFRICA 1
THE FAROE ISLANDS 1
URUGUAY 1
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